[Detection of amphetamine derivatives in chemical toxicological studies 1987-1993 in the greater Frankfurt area].
Chemical-toxicological testing during the period from 1987 to 1993 revealed a remarkable increase in amphetamine positive cases in the greater Frankfurt area. Amphetamine abuse is particularly worrying in car drivers, where the proportion of amphetamine positive cases increased from 0.49% in 1987 to 9.40% in 1993. Considering the fact, that the only samples tested were the ones of drivers exhibiting an impaired driving performance, the number of cases remaining undetected is most certainly higher. This study also demonstrated that amphetamine derivatives are rarely consumed on their own. In most cases (80%) they are consumed in conjunction with cannabis. The additional use of tranquillisers occurred more often than that of cocaine. It seems that amphetamine abuse plays only a minor role with heroin users. This is emphasised by the low number of drug fatalities.